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1. The following changes to the drawings are required by the examiner: labels are required 
for the boxes of Figs. 1, 3, 4 as per 37 C.F.R. 1.83(a). In order to avoid abandonment of the 
application, applicant must make these drawing changes. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art does not 
teach a processing mechanism for processing unprocessed micro devices into processed micro 
devices comprising a pin driver module for routing address, data and control signals to a 
backplane module and provide a first plurality of voltages to the backplane module, the backplane 
module routing the address, data and control signals and providing a second plurality of voltages 
to at least one socket wherein the unprocessed micro device is placed; 

nor does the prior art teach a buffer circuit for a processing mechanism capable of 
processing unprocessed micro devices into processed micro devices comprising a digital-to- 
analog converter to generate a first variable DC voltage, an amplifier responsive to the DC 
voltage to generate a second variable DC voltage, and a level-shifting translating buffer for 
transferring data signals from a processor to the unprocessed micro devices and for transferring 
the device data signals from the processed micro devices to the processor, the buffer responsive 
to a voltage and the second variable DC voltage to provide a plurality of logic levels for the 
device data signals; 

nor does the prior art teach a method for programming a programmable micro device 
comprising providing a first address fi-om a processor, providmg a first data corresponding to the 
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first address, and providing a control signal to enable the micro device to accept the data at a 
memory location identified by the first address; 

nor does the prior art teach a method for reading a programmable micro device 
comprising providing a first address fi-om a processor to the micro device and providing a control 
signal fi-om the processor to the micro device to enable the device to provide a first data fi-om a 
memory location identified by the first address; 

nor does the prior art teach a programming mechanism capable of programming 
unprogrammed micro devices into programmed micro devices comprising a pluraUty of sockets 
for placement of processed micro devices, a plurality of data buflfer/registers, each coupled to a 
socket for receiving a first data, a plurality of compare circuits having one input coupled to a 
respective buflfer/register, an expected data register coupled to the second input of a respective 
compare circuit, and a processor coupled to the output of each of the plurahty of compare 
circuits, wherein each compare circuit provides a first logic level when the first data matches the 
first expected data, and provides a second logic level when the first data does not match the first 
expected data; 

nor does the prior art teach a method for verifying data programmed in a plurality of 
programmed micro devices comprismg providing to each of a plurality of data buffer/registers a 
first data stored in each of the plurality of programmed micro devices, providing the first data to a 
first input of a plurality of compare circuits, providing a first expected data from an expected data 
register to a second input of each of the plurality of compare circuits, comparing the first data 
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with the first expected data, outputting a first logic level fi-om one of the compare circuits when 
the first data matches with the first expected data, and outputting a second logic level fi^om one of 
the compare circuits when the first data does not match with the first expected data. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the examiner 
should be directed to Tom Heckler whose telephone number is (703) 305-9666. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Technology Center receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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